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July 24, 2014
Dear Airport User:
As you know, the “Seasonal Commuter”is made up of reasonable people who operate in good faith with those ultimately
seeking what we seek: safe, reliable, fair service for ALL aviation customers and operators using East Hampton Airport.
Our goal is for East Hampton Airport to remain open to ALL of the flying public – and that the Airport operates safely and
without any discriminatory harm to specific aviation user or class of users.
Unfortunately, the Town of East Hampton (the “Town”) appears committed to publicly pursuing an approach that it believes
will relieve it of federal oversight, and, ultimately, dramatically limit the use of the Airport. We believe that this reduction in
use will be levied disproportionally – and discriminatorily – against those using helicopter, seaplane and jet service in and out
of the Airport. With it will not only come a loss of transportation but vital economic revenue for the town and small
businesses.
After a thorough review of case law and administrative precedent, we do not believe that the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) has the authority to waive the safety and non-discrimination clauses (“Grant Assurances”) that could pave the way for
this discriminatory usage decline. We refuse to allow the airport to be depleted of critical funds for upkeep and safety.
To be clear, we do not wish to question the intentions or good will of any Town Board member or any employee of the
Airport, and we fully recognize the complexity of the relevant issues and the credible viewpoints that exist on both sides of this
debate. We simply don’t believe that waving these safety and discrimination protections is legal, nor do we believe such a
rollback in federal standards will benefit consumers who rely on a safe service – or the community that relies on the economic
impact of the flying public.
If you agree with us, then we need your help now.
(1) Call the Town Board and let them hear your voice at 631-324-4140, Ask a very simple question, “why not take
free FAA money to repair the airport?” The answer will clear up any doubt you may have that access restrictions
are in the future.
(2) Donate to help support the legal and communications needs of the Friends of the East Hampton Airport. You can
donate at savehto.org
Thank you for your continued business and support. Together, we believe we can win the fight to keep open the East
Hampton Airport to helicopters and to a flying public that deserves safe, reliable aviation travel.
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